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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

To ForeignAffarsLegidativeAssgant

From: Aram S. Hamparian, Executive Director

Dae Janury 18, 2005

Re: Sate Department mischar acterizesNagor no K ar abagh

| want to sharewith you the Armenian American community’ ssurpriseand outrage over arecent, highly
incendiary statement by asenior State Department official mischaracterizing Nagorno Karabagh's
government as“ criminal secessionists’ and calling for their removal from power. Thestatement, by
Assistant Secretary of State Elizabeth Jones, wasmade during aJanuary 13th digital video-conference
withjournaistsin U.S. Embassiesin Moscow, Romeand Bratidava

HereisANCA Nationa Chairman Ken Hachikian'sresponseto theseremarks:

Assistant Secretary Jones'scomments seriously weaken the foundation of our role - asAmericans-
asimpartia mediatorsof the Nagorno Karabagh conflict. Her remarksunfairly attack theright of
the peopl e of Nagorno Karabagh to expressthemsel vesdemocratically through elections. They
also prgjudice the outcome of the OSCE negotiations, materially compromising the search for
peace. Very sgnificantly - these commentsembol den the growing chorusintheAzerbaijan
government that are calling for renewed aggression against Nagorno Karabagh.

TheArmenian American community isshocked and outraged at Assistant Secretary Jones remarks.
We condemn her statements as counter to thelong-standing U.S. policy of hel ping the partiesreach
anegotiated settlement, and call onthe Administration to begin repairing thisdamage by immediately
and clearly renouncing these patently unfair and demongtrably inaccurateremarks.

During the conference, Assstant Secreaty Jones, indiscussing U.S.-Russiabilatera relations, called for
increased engagement inresolving regiona conflictsintheformer USSR, noting: “ItisinRussas
interest for these areas, for Transnistria, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Nagorno-K arabakh, for these areas
to bestable, for corruptionto end there, for the crimina secessionistswho rulethereto beremoved. It
isnot appropriatefor thiskind of instability and criminality to exist right inthe middle of Europe.”

Thefull transcript from the video conference may be obtained on the U.S. Embassy-M oscow website:
http://maoscow.usembassy.gov/embassy/transcript.php?ecord id=99
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