Armenian National Committee of America
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

To: Friends

From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director

Date: January 18, 2006

Re: Azerbaijani Ambassador denies desecration of sacred

Armenian cemetery - despite videotape of destruction

Attached find aletter from Azerbaijan’sAmbassador to the U.S., Hafiz Pashayev, denying
that hisgovernment desecrated the Christian Armenian Church cemetery in Djulfa,
Nakhichevan - despite thefact that the destruction by Azerbaijani troopsis documented on
videotape. Watch thevideo on-line: www.hairenik.com/HairenikRadio/index.htm.

Sadly, the Azerbaijani government is able to make such
patently ridiculous denials, at least in part, dueto our own
gover nment’s official silence on this hateful act.

It would simply be unimaginable for Azerbaijan to lie so
blatantly about thisviolation of human and religiousrights
in the face of vocal U.S. protests.

RUSSA

GEQRGIA

i

ARMENIA

For moreinformation, visit:
www.anca.or g/docs/Djulfa_Destruction.pdf
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I ke Honorabbe Frank Pallone, Ir.
A ) Cammon HOR
vF shingbon, D 20515-3006

1w ary OF, 2000

I ar Repecasntative Pallons,

| m writing &0 respond to yaur December 22 Ietter regarding the olleged sctivities
ro rmounding the medieval cemetery mn Jelfa, Nokhichevan. 1 am very dissppointed that
v ur office did nat hather to verify your soarces” indurmation on the subjoct.

"Itvldmfnmieumdaﬂahﬂlﬂufﬂuml]lugnﬁnmdhph}!nmmhm'{rl'm:luf
11 dischosad nffilistion desroyvieg mediom-sized stone objects of unknown orgin, Thers
:17 10 visible stone crosees or any signs thet would identfy the site or the oationsl
1:ntiry of the perpetratoms. Any socussion can be made against amybody based o thimt

Cotage,

A serajan's Ministry of Defense officially confirmed that its persannel have never
- gaged in =ny actvily even femately related to whal you claim in your letter.

A3 you may be aware, Azerbaljan has been a multi-ethnie society historically, possessing
+ 7ich and diverse cultursl heritape dating thousands of years derived from 4 pumber of
«wnic groups, including Armenians, soms 30,000 of whom continue 10 live in the
country. Azerbaijén aitaches grest importance to the peotection of mome than 3.5 milkion
1 storical, cultursl snd architectural monuments, works of liverature and anl, and
vcheological sites which exist in Aserbuijen and Belong to 2l of mankind 1o cherish,
= oy opd leamn from.

I'1ls is not the Firat time that the Armenian sde fesons to groundless sccnsstions o divert
g dention from atrocities commitied by the Armenian froops in the occupled temitories of
#zerbaijan seized through power of arms, where: no single Azerbadjani historic mndior
coltural mosumest has been left undemaged and proctically oo holy plecs escoped
desscration. The ccomomic infrastrocture was pusposefully damaged and dismantled.
Tni:pu]iv.:f:iﬁwﬂmthwugenﬁﬂm:ﬂuﬂcctemﬁngnfmrmmnfﬂum-
Jormendan popubstion wot only in Armenia and occupied Nagomo Earahakh (MK}, bua
# &0 iR seven Azerbaijan regions sumounding NE and occupied by Armenian fowees. The
racent QSCE fact finding missior sent io investigate illegal settlements of Armenians in
11e oocupied territories of Agerhaijen confimmed this policy,



Fully sharimg your congern far the protection amd preservation of historical sites and
v Itural heritage and having addressed the issues rased in your letter, 1 hope you will
i some imterest in what can be only described as Armemian destruction snd
vindalizstion of Azerbaijen’s unique cultorsl heerimpge, with damages amountmg Lo
i:l mogt 87 hilliom. These includa, bat are not hiodes o

® One twousand five hendred eighty five mosques and 23 religlous schools i the
Armenian territory helonging to the Ireven khanste, 830 mosgoes as well as 1,39
reblgions schools in the Zongarur and Icepisdzin districts, and more than 300
cemeterics were totally destroyed or converted inlo warchouses and sinrage areas.

Twenty museums including the &ncient hisiorical museem of Kalbajar and is
contents, the Shisha historical muaseam, the museum of Kambekh history, 1be
unique Aghdam museum, the musesm of stone monuments in the Zangelas
region and teenty ether misseums were dessroyed,

s The 18% cenmry 2 minaret Govhar-Agha mosque in Shusha has besn damaged,
amd the other masques in the occupied regions have been destroved and bamed.

s A unique momament dating back to the Brocze Age in Khojaly was destrayed.
o Armenians also mained and plundered priceless books and manuscripts, while

librariea kave been bamed down, Mine hundred and sixty nine bearics, and 33
childrens masic schools, 4 thasters, 4 am gallenes, 2 coocen halls, and 1B32

cablural amd snt centers wers razed to the ground.

+ Twanty cultuml cenlers have been destroyed in Aghdem, Lackin, Firuly, Shosha
&nd other cccupiad territories.

“ow, a5 & courtesy, | ask that vou respond (o Bry assertons sbout Armendan behavior
15bed in detail above.

T ik you for your attention to this maiter.

tafiz Pashayey
fmbassador af the Republic of Arerbaljan



