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To: Friends
From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director
Date: February 2, 2006

Re: FOIA Documents Reveal that Turkey Overstates its Ability to
Retaliate against Passage of Armenian Genocide Resolution

I wanted to share with you new revelations (attached) about Turkey’s dramatically
overstated threats regarding the passage of the Armenian Genocide Resolution.

These revelations were found among several hundreds of pages of State Department
documents released to the ANCA under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
These files concern the Armenian Genocide Resolution in the 106th Congress.  As
you recall, this measure cleared the committee process and was set for a full House
vote in October of 2000. Only moments before it was to be considered, the Speaker
withdrew the measure at the urging of President Clinton - who claimed “far-reaching
negative consequences for the United States” should the measure pass.

These documents reveal that Administration officials were aware, in the
fall of 2000, of the hollow nature of Turkey’s threats - yet still misled
Congress and the American public into believing the fiction that Turkey
was ready to dramatically alter its relationship with the United States if
the Resolution were adopted.

Armenian Genocide legislation is once again before the House and Senate and was
recently overwhelmingly approved by the House International Relations Committee.
We continue to urge the House and Senate leaderships to promptly schedule this
legislation for a vote.

Attention:
Foreign Affairs

Legislative Aide



*  The U.S. Ambassador to Turkey, Robert Pearson, in an October 16,
2000 diplomatic communication with the State Department, noted the
self-destructive nature of Turkey’s overstated threats regarding the
Armenian Genocide Resolution:

“Overplaying and spinning the potential Turkish
retaliation for the House Resolution for domestic
audiences could well have the unintended effect of
scaring away the U.S. companies which are poised to
complete the only projects which offer Turkey any hope of
meeting its energy demand in the short term.”

*  In sharp contrast to the Turkish government threats that the
passage of the Armenian Genocide Resolution would lead to a major
dislocation of U.S.-Turkish ties, an October 19, 2000 diplomatic cable
from the U.S. Embassy in Ankara to the State Department noted that:

“[U.S.] Ambassador [to Turkey Robert] Pearson responded [to
Turkish criticism of the Armenian Genocide Resolution by
saying] that the United States is committed to
maintaining its current excellent relationship with Turkey
and that the Administration’s attitude towards Turkey would
not be affected by the outcome of the Congressional vote.”

*  Analyzing a leaked Turkish Government document listing potential
Turkish retaliation to the passage of the Armenian Genocide
Resolution, the U.S. Embassy in Ankara noted in an October 19, 2000
diplomatic cable to the State Department that the:

“Government coalition and non-affiliated columnists have
both cautioned against using energy projects as
retaliation.  We also doubt that the Turks will cancel
any projects underway if the Armenian Resolution is
passed.”

Later in this same report, the U.S. Embassy in Ankara noted that:

“Senior Motherland Party officials, led by Deputy Prime
Minister Mesut Yilmaz, have stated publicly that the
Turkish Government must be careful to moderate any
response to the Resolution.  Several editorials have also
noted that acting against U.S. energy companies would
hurt Turkey more than the U.S., given Turkey’s urgent
need for energy.”

FOIA Documents Reveal Pattern of Exaggerated Turkish Threats


