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Attention:
Foreign Affairs

Legislative Aide

To: Foreign Affairs Legislative Aide
From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director
Date: February 6, 2007

Re: Major publications speak out on the Armenian Genocide

Attached please find two recent media items of interests: 1) an LA Times editorial
supporting the Armenian Genocide Resolution, and 2) a letter from TIME Magazine
announcing its new policy of properly reporting about the Armenian Genocide.

TIME’s new policy comes in response to TIME Europe’s mistaken distribution, in
June of 2005, of a DVD advertisement that included a segment denying the Armenian
Genocide.  TIME’s full response is as follows:

1) New Armenian Genocide policy:  In a letter from TIME International editor
Michael Elliot to Harut Sassounian, publisher of the California Courier, the
magazine has affirmed that “it is TIME’s policy and practice to refer to the
Armenian genocide as an historical fact.”

2) Free one-page announcement about the Armenian Genocide:  At its own
expense, TIME Europe (550,000 circulation) has run a full-page announcement
in its February 12th edition explaining the facts of the Genocide.

3) Free DVD documentary about the Armenian Genocide:  Also at its own
expense, each of the magazine’s current European editions includes a free DVD,
in English and French, containing a 52-minute documentary on the Armenian
Genocide, as well as a 46-minute interview with Dr. Yves Ternon, a leading
expert on the Armenian Genocide.

The Brussels-based ANC of Europe was active in discussions with TIME on this matter.



Return of the G-word
A resolution calling for the president to acknowledge the

Armenian Genocide might finally pass Congress.

 LAST WEEK, Rep. Adam B. Schiff (D-Burbank) engaged in what has become a
biannual congressional ritual: Introducing a nonbinding resolution instructing the
president of the United States to call Turkey’s Ottoman-era slaughter of Armenians a
genocide. Unlike in years past, however, this time the symbolic but important legislation
actually has a legitimate chance at passage.

Two recent developments have created momentum. First, the Democratic Party, which
has historically been more sympathetic to the resolution, now controls Congress. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco) in particular has taken a keen interest in
bringing the matter to a vote. Second, a 17-year-old gunman last month executed in cold
blood the respected Turkish Armenian journalist Hrant Dink on a crowded Istanbul
street.

The slaying of Dink, who had been prosecuted for acknowledging the genocide, has sent
a collective shiver down Turkey’s spine, triggering street demonstrations and renewed
calls for the government to change its policy. It is still a crime in Turkey to speak the
truth about a period of history whose accepted worldwide interpretation Ankara still
denies. Schiff’s resolution merely calls on the president to ensure that U.S. foreign
policy “reflects appropriate understanding and sensitivity” regarding the genocide and
that he use the G-word during his annual message commemorating the National Day of
Remembrance of Man’s Inhumanity to Man on April 24, the date in 1915 when Turkey
rounded up 250 Armenian intellectuals to be slaughtered. That the resolution is so mild
makes the White House’s opposition all the more vexing.

Even though President Bush made a campaign promise in 2000 to use the word
“genocide,” his flip-flop is neither surprising nor mysterious - Ankara has considerable
diplomatic influence, and Turkey is too valuable an ally to alienate with congressional
resolutions. Yet the U.S. is at its best when it chooses truth over expedience, especially
in matters as grave as genocide. It’s hard to say “never again” convincingly if you’re too
afraid to speak bluntly about what you aim to prevent.
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