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To: Foreign AffairsLegidativeAide

From: Kate Nahapetian, Government Affairs Director

Date: February 7, 2007

RE: Armenian Foreign Minister Condemns Turkey’s Silencing of Armenians

Below are excerptsof an OpEd fromtoday’sL osAngeles Timesby Armenia sForeign Minister.

Commenting on the assassi nation of Hrant Dink, the Turkish-Armenian editor who was
prosecuted numeroustimes and subsequently gunned down in I stanbul because of hiswritingson
the Armenian Genocide, Minister Oskanian writesthat Turkey should stop using itsanti-free
speech laws and blockadeto try to punish Armeniansfor discussing the Armenian Genocide:

[...]Inthedaysimmediately following Dink’sshocking degth . .. wein Armeniaand
othersaround the world wanted to believethat the outpouring of public grief would create
acrack inthe Turkish wall of denial and rejection, and that effortswould be madeto chip
away at the conditionsthat madethe assassination possible. ... However, after those
initial hintsat conciliation, the message out of Ankarahasalready changed. L ast week,
according to the Turkish media, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan said there
can be no rapprochement with Armenians because Armenians still insist on talking about
the genocide.

[...] Unfortunately, Turkey’spolicy of keeping the Armenian-Turkish border closed has
resulted in areinforcement of animosities. . . Turkey insists on maintaining the last closed
border in Europe asatool to exert pressureon Armenia. . . to punish Armeniansfor
defending their rights and not renouncing their past. Armenia, on the other hand, hasno
preconditionsto normalizing relations. . . Thishermetically closed border combined with
alaw that prevents Turkey from exploring itsown history and memory (by criminalizing
truth-seekers such as Dink) have created aworld in which Turks can’t know their past and
can't forgetheir future.

For the full article or for any more information contact me at kate@anca.org or (202) 775-1918.
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