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To: Foreign Affairs Legislative Assistant
From: Kate Nahapetian, Government Affairs Director
Date: March 3, 2006

Re: Urge PBS not to Provide Platform for Armenian Genocide Deniers

I am writing to ask you to consider co-signing a Congressional letter urging the Public
Broadcasting System (PBS) not to provide a national television audience to those who deny
the Armenian Genocide.  The deadline to cosign is Friday, March 10, 2006.

A Dear Colleague on this subject is currently being circulated by Representatives Adam
Schiff (D-CA) and George Radanovich (R-CA) and Co-Chairmen of the Armenian Caucus,
Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Joe Knollenberg (R-MI).  In this letter, they call upon their House
colleagues to voice their opposition to an ill-advised decision by PBS to “balance” its broad-
cast, this April, of an excellent documentary (The Armenian Genocide) with a panel discus-
sion featuring two known deniers of this crime - Justin McCarthy and Omer Turan.  As the
four legislators note in their letter, “A commitment to balance does not mandate the inclu-
sion of opinions that are objectively false.”

The good news is that a growing number of major PBS affiliates across the country are
announcing that they will not show this ill-advised and unecessary panel-discusion, including
KCET (Los Angeles), WNET (New York), WGBH (Boston), KVPT (Fresno), KOCE (Orange
County), WPBT (Miami), WHYY (Philadelphia), and WETA (Washington, DC).

To sign the letter (attached), please contact Timothy Bergreen in Rep. Adam Schiff’s office
at 5-4176 or Timothy.Bergreen@mail.house.gov.

Attention:Foreign Affairs L.A.



TEXT  OF  CONGRESSIONAL  LETTER  TO  PBS

Mr. Wayne Godwin
Acting President and Chief Operating Officer
Public Broadcasting Service
1320 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear. Mr. Godwin:

We are writing to ask that PBS not provide a national platform to those who deny the Armenian
Genocide.  While we look forward to PBS’ broadcast of Andrew Goldberg’s documentary, The
Armenian Genocide, on April 17th, we are disturbed by reports that PBS will follow the documentary
with a panel discussion that will include two professors who deny the Armenian Genocide.

Despite the Turkish government’s concerted and well-financed effort to obscure and alter history, there
is no serious academic dispute about the Armenian Genocide.  Thousands of pages of documents sit in
our National Archives.  Newspapers were replete with stories about the murder of Armenians.  “Appeal
to Turkey to Stop Massacres” headlined the New York Times on April 28, 1915, just as the killing
began.    On October 7 of that year, the Times reported that 800,000 Armenians had “been slain in cold
blood in Asia Minor.”  In mid-December of 1915, the Times spoke of a “Million Armenians Killed or in
Exile.”

Prominent citizens of the day, including America’s Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, Henry
Morgenthau, and Britain’s Lord Bryce reported on the massacres in great detail.  Morgenthau was
appalled at what he would later call the “sadistic orgies” of rape, torture and murder.  Lord Bryce, a
former British Ambassador to the United States, worked to raise awareness of and money for the
victims of what he called “the most colossal crime in the history of the world.”  In October 1915 the
Rockefeller Foundation contributed $30,000 - a sum worth more than half a million dollars today - to a
relief fund for Armenia.

Despite this overwhelming documentary and eye-witness proof of the Armenian Genocide, Goldberg’s
documentary includes denialist views to present a comprehensive perspective. It is therefore completely
unnecessary to include these discredited opinions in your panel; doing so only promotes the propagation
of false and misleading views and undermines the credibility of PBS.

Surely, PBS would not consider broadcasting a documentary on the Holocaust, followed by a panel that
included Holocaust deniers.  A commitment to balance does not mandate the inclusion of opinions that
are objectively false.

We urge you to stand by PBS’ commitment to public service and not give voice to those who would
deny the deliberate murder of 1.5 million people.  We ask that you that you reconsider the decision to
include genocide deniers on your panel and that the panel either be re-taped without them or eliminated
altogether.

Sincerely,


