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Attention:

Foreign Affairs

Legislative Aide

To: Foreign Affairs Legislative Aide
From: Aram S. Hamparian, Executive Director
Date: April 17, 2007

Re: Adoption of the Armenian Genocide Resolution

Below, please find a number of compelling reasons to pass the Armenian Genocide
Resolution (H.Res.106 & S.Res.106) as soon as possible.

__________________________________________________________________________________

Respecting American values:  As a matter of morality, the U.S. government should
recognize and condemn all genocides.

Recognizing the truth:  Turkey should not be allowed to use threats to block the
commemoration of a genocide.

Honoring U.S. history:  We should honor U.S. diplomatic protests and relief efforts
for the survivors of the Genocide.

Promoting regional stability:  By accepting the truth, Turkey can lower regional
tensions and improve relations with Armenia.

Preventing future genocides:  Turkey’s denial sets a dangerous precedent that
makes future genocides more likely.

Protecting Armenia:  Armenia cannot be safe as long as Turkey remains an
unrepentant perpetrator of genocide.

Encouraging democracy:  Turkey’s recognition of the Genocide would encourage
its acceptance into the European family.



Turkey’s Genocide Denial:  Common Myths

Myth #1: Turkey is moderating its aggressive Armenian Genocide denial

Reality: The prosecution, official intimidation, and brutal assassination of
journalist Hrant Dink all show that Turkish leaders are actually
escalating their campaign of Armenian Genocide denial.

Myth #2: Turkey has invited Armenia to conduct a joint study

Reality: The Armenian Genocide is a thoroughly documented fact.
Turkey’s insincere offer to Armenia to commission a joint study to
determine if it actually occurred is a transparent and morally
bankrupt attempt to stop the rising tide of Genocide recognition.

Myth #3: Turkey is a reliable U.S. ally.

Reality: In 2003 Turkey blocked a northern front against Iraq, which,
according to the Department of Defense, contributed to the strength of
the insurgency.  Since then, Turkey has largely abandoned its role as a
reliable regional partner, as shown by the destabilizing role it is playing
in northern Iraq.

Myth #4: Recognizing the Genocide will lead to a Turkish backlash

Reality: Despite its threats of harsh retribution, Turkey has only taken
minor steps against Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium,
Argentina, and other states that have recognized the Genocide.

Myth #5: Recognizing the Armenian Genocide is against U.S. interests

Reality: Recognition of the Genocide will advance U.S. interests by
removing a source of regional instability, and promote American values
by reaffirming our nation’s opposition to all genocides.
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