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As the Armenian Genocide Resolution heads for a vote, and passage, in both Houses of
Congress, the Bush administration’s hired guns are working overtime, yet again twisting and
revising history in an effort to keep the United States from officially recognizing the
Armenian genocide.

Of special concern are the ideas expressed by Mark Parris, former U.S. ambassador to
Turkey, in a recent op-ed piece in the Wall Street Journal. He puts forth myriad reasons
passage and recognition of the resolution is not only none of this country’s business, but
would actually be detrimental. Three invalid arguments are worthy of attention, and refutation:

First, Parris writes that recognition will cause a “train wreck with an important, long-standing
ally.” Despite such a destructive prediction, Turkey has taken only token steps in saving face
when implicated by, among others, the European Parliament, Canada, Germany, Italy,
Argentina, Poland, Russia and Switzerland.

Trade doubled

To be true, the year after France recognized the genocide in 2001, trade between the two
nations jumped by 22%, and over the past five years, it has grown by nearly 150%. Closer to
home, from 1996, when Rep. George Radanovich’s genocide amendment passed the House,
until today, trade between the United States and Turkey has doubled.

Given these numbers, if just the imminence of recognition is so destructive, just imagine how
destructive the “train wreck” will be when recognition actually occurs.

Second, with regard to Iraq, Parris passes on a veiled threat from Turkey when he states that
“Turkey can either help or make our task much harder.” He also states that “This year will
highlight the country’s pivotal geography and relevance to U.S. strategic goals.” But in 2003,
before Congress, Parris testified that Turkey has “consistently box[ed] above its weight in
Washington in terms of the quality and level of the official attention it commanded.” This
statement was supported by Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force Gen. T. Michael Moseley
when he stated that U.S. success in the region does not necessarily depend on using Incirlik
air base.



Further, early into this Iraq war, Turkey closed Iraq’s northern front to U.S. forces, a move in no
way tied to the genocide. It was done, however, to keep the U.S. out of oil-rich Kurdistan, and to
keep the U.S. from interfering in Turkish suppression and oppression, of independence-minded
Kurds. One can hardly imagine a train wreck more destructive than when U.S. military lives are at
stake, and by closing the northern front, our “ally” has already cost the U.S. countless lives. And of
all the hawks in Washington, D.C., to cast Turkey in a dim light, former Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld attributed the scope of the current insurgency and violence in Iraq directly to
Turkey’s closure of that front in 2003.

Short of actually taking up arms against the U.S., it is difficult to imagine Turkey doing anything
more detrimental to our soldiers than it already has.

Third, Parris states that “It may never be the right time for one nation to pass legislation on
another’s history or morality, but there could be no worse time than now.” In support of this
contention, he cites Turkey’s current “sensitive” political environment.

A key factor for such a sensitive environment is that Turkey is not a true democracy; rather, it is
ruled, from behind an Oz-like curtain, by its staunchly secular military. Turkey, oddly enough still a
NATO member, has had four governments ousted by its military, most recently in 1997.

Given Turkey’s inability to be fair and open with others, now is the perfect opportunity to bring
about positive change there. Further, since Turkey has no collective consciousness of its past
crimes, the civilized world cannot expect it to voluntarily accept responsibility.

Weak analysis

Parris’ weak analysis shows the hypocrisy of this administration and the extreme lengths it will
venture in furthering its misguided goals.

Ambassador Parris is wrong on all three points, but he could not be more wrong on the last. It is
certainly this country’s business to ensure that this world’s significant wrongs, starting with the
Armenian Genocide, are rectified. And it is certainly in our interest to make sure that past wrongs,
which have festered for generations and have emboldened some of the most twisted minds
humankind has witnessed, are properly and peacefully resolved to ensure that they do not happen
again.

In his annual commemorative message to the Armenian community, President Bush declared, “The
world must never forget this painful chapter of its history.”

If he is truly sincere, he must end this stonewalling and encourage passage of the Armenian
Genocide Resolution.
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