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by Tanes Akgam, transated from the
Turkiil by Panl Bemamer,
dcropolitan, 443 pp., 530000

The fdiesl mpports of  mAssscres
reached (Be U5 embassy in Istanbil
in Decembar 1914, Hesadreds af Ar-
menians, 8 Chrstian poopl with an-
sieni roots in Asatolis, had been
mardered by rislers in the Biilis re-
glon of aslern Turkey aad hasged
in whe sbrecty of Brmmm. Countles
others had died from exposice and
cubanstion while laboring as human
mule-irass for the Turkish army.
By the spring af 1915, much of the
couBtry’s Acmeamn populstion kad
—s0 il wwi chimed by Armesisa
spokesmen and American missicaar-
i and diplomais—heen subjesied o
maas doporiaton, wholesale pillage,

gemibeu, initally questioned 1he we-
racity of thess scooumis. Morpenthan
wad e Latowl of o senies of American
Jewi mppoanted oo bl post on he as-
wimplion tbal Jews formed & natursd
link bgiwess the Meslim Middic East
and Christian America, He had come
to mlmise U Aumenians as & penple
mich like his own, with & theilar eth-
nie pride and cullursl vigor. He kscw
that their position s the Otoman Em-
pire kad grown increasingly femuous
safy e ouibreak of war with Bussia
He said he was well swarn of ihe Ot-
Tomas peschant for svapery. And ye
Murgentbau still doubind whether the
Turks, for all their sroelty, oould hive
carrigd oial the strooities aseribed to
ihem, Only when survivors of the ko
rors began s sagper Inle his office,
h-lur:;;nd i"-ﬂill!' Mg, —il
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The Mass Murder They Still Deny

Michael Oren

may hiave boen the fing sse af the
woad o denoio genocide.

.!all-!d lzisdera in the carly siages of
World War 1 alic had access fo firs
hsdd infeemation vn the massicies, 4
wraree |ergely denied 80 thear counter-
parts i Weorld War [L Missionsfion,
many ol thom Amencan, hed been -
live throughost the Oiboman Empire
Tor nearly & centary, bailding Wesiern-
syl schools end hospitals. An sxies-
wee consular service hsd becn priah-
Imhed 10 mediate hetween these avaa-

ﬂl-l-d-—lzlquﬂ the ambassador 1.
mally acknowledge reality. The Turk-
wh povommest, be miormed Wash-
ington. had embarked on & policy of
“racg exiermisaeea” of the Armeni-
ans by meant of “rerrible eatures, g3-
pulsions and . . masdacres™

Mach like the American officials
whaoy, teesry-five yeary laler, were re.
Isctast o respond o ovidence of the
M masacres of Jows, Morgentkau
s al faist Blifded By the cnormmey iy
he crime. W could Believe ihal, =
Iru'.-rn'.l:'.'l'll.l.'nlur!. peetei o] leade s
tould |lsesch & meticulsuily planned
sad euactingly execwed program o
sanihilsie moee than & millian «f ther

M—mmdumlum
lans, and pepecally e Armeniiss,
wha were meiben ol 1be
Armanisr Calhidic Churck, which was
in communion wih the Caibolc
'ﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂlﬂt.!iﬁ&_nnﬂqn
ol thems subsequestly converted o
Proteseatism. Moch as Morgenihsw
likzned the Armeniams loihe Jows the
misionstics and their conselar peo-
fecdun waw them

in 1¥4-1%15 snd. slong witk US
diplomats, the firs to report & detail
on their plight.

From the LS cofsslalz in Harpul,
Lealie Davis wrole, “The Mohamme.
diis in Ui [enabicism segmesd deter:

I-I-l:llh-t o Siate, Huly

15 Gea lh:ll.nulﬂ-ﬂ.. Am-

rmmuuq Diouhls-
day, 1918) amd The Muarder of a Maskn
{Armeniss Conaral Benevolear Uik
o Amersca, l!'.ll:lfhﬂtﬁ-u

(renaride
{HarperCaollins, 2002, p. 11,
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Frovgr Faga, Tankiilh memoics of war daniag Weeld Wi § e o proncipe] asrie
ke arepeary v chey ae e Armeen, caly M

mmed M4 ofly Le exierminaly e
Chnatian populition but ko remove all
iraces of heir, , , civiliestion ™ Amer.
B2 represnialive in Adeppo, Syra,
Jease B, Jackson, obsereed radiway
i crammed with sarving Affcnian
depariees, Tew of whom, il any, b cx-
pocied b0 survive. From b Persian
Frontier, the Preshyierian missionary
Willlam Shedd wiose showt the svecu-
o o eighl hiiddred villigens, mostly
ol people and yousg women, amd
from 1he Caucens, Peverond Richand
Hill reporied seeing “cheldren | dying
by the hundreds” wkosd “ireised
mothern  would, them .. . inns
Ihtﬁildl.nummut-:[ir]q,dq
agoniey,” (Wher s waw
the inhabitanis of entire towes deiven
inie mvers 0 drown ef kerded inlo
churches th were then a1 ahlaze,
B oaly Allicd ergbassics bui sl the
e .-ul'lh-mupn].“l.m"
Pt covetage L
lﬂlih#mdm”m-ﬁ
falion probesing fese “Crimes agima
humanity™ and veing in bold Turkey's
lessdprs “poreonally resporsibie.” &
similar process cocunied a6 the Dniled
EHMWILWHM“M
iis nEUtraliy =& the war. In respoass,
e natea’s ledding philsathropets
Chrntisns and Jews,

gy of both Hosses of Conpross de-
manded & declaration of war sgumine
Turkey as well, in grder 8o rescue ihe
Armeninm “The Armeninn massacee
wik the gresteit crime af the sar,™ o
mer pieidenl Theodore Hooevelt

aaid, “wred fallure toact agmins Turkey
i o comdons L™

The United Scates &d noi, o the
end, make wis on Torkey. The son and
graedacn of Freshyterian ssaisess
and & che associate of cvangelsy
grougs, Frovideni Wondrow Wilsen
fearcd thal American isicreestion in
the Middle Easi sould provake the
Turks into massacring the missionar:
ies. Allied beaces eventmally defeased
thie Turks med necupiod large segments
af Asatsha bul never sought justice
for those guilty of “onmes apains
husmanity,” As many as 1.5 milloa Ar-
sreninns had been murdesed, but oul-
wide of the sarviving Armenisn com-
menity, their memory swilthy faded.

While the micmfl to ahlilorate Eu-
ropean Jewry and daughier Ciypaies,
homosexuaks, and other “enemes of
the [Masi] slale” was almos unlees-
sally scknowlodged and mesovialinod
by innumerable Muscums, Mmosemonis,
wnd the field of Hobsoaus! sludics, the
warlier genocide of Anscnizss was
genemally everdesked. The ressons for
ihis. cmission were many: the rels-
tively lung s ihai hed elapsed since
1915, for szample, snd ihe (a2l tha
the massscros ware carried out gof
i the Basrd of Burope bui i e ob-
wingre Maddle East and Cenirml Asia.
Bt iho most haoe cause Bor forgetlul-
nows wi (he absence of o cofilcision ba
e crime, = Yo 're By il was the Ger-
mams who killed you” an Armenles
mofnk in Jersalem told wrier Yo
Elein Halevs whoas (oiher survived 1he
Holocwed, “They are a cvilized peo-
e They know how to mpalogine. ™

Iu gonires o Germany, which has
publicly smd ofeem olmessively -
cephed fof the Holocausi,
paid restibetion o i velima, and -
Ezmund documens mesting 1o its guill,

[Cambridge ummmw

"Wousi Klein Halewi, A1 the Enivancr io
hﬂrﬂnd!ﬂm.ﬂ.fﬁ;ﬁ-ﬁ_ﬁx
Crmd with Chrlitions ewd Muafims in
ohe Holy Land (Morrow, 2001 ), p. 154,



was wed 10 prosecule Turkish sovelim
Ovhan Pamuk for telling ihe Swiss
press thaa “thirry ssand Kesds and
o mEulban Armesin were killed .. and
dobxaly dares bo Balk sboud it* The
cRarges ware dropped ten monchs be-
fore he won the Mobel Priee, bin the
threnl of sch proscculion coatinoes,
and & number of intcllectsaly havg
bt convicted undar Artiche 5.
Increasing numbers of people have
been willing o wine whoanl ihe pefo-
ciele, Thonigh, in Rritaan ared the Ulniled
Skaken, Beginning wiih iha npn.ll..:l.u
1989, of Leshie Duva's
mmutuu:;mu:nuw

pesred. Among them were collections
cf contemporary press anicles aad mis-
sionary correspondence o well o the
testimgmaies o survivors. There ol
lovwed several surveys of Amernica’s pe-
aClhon —of Bailire Do fe st — Lo e @l
alick, induchng distmguinked works
by Samantha Power, lay Winter, Mer-
rill Peierson, and Pever Balaksan, va-

e coneernmng the killig of the Onioman
Admemiisn " All ol heke iy, Bt
evgt, wire mainly sbowl the Armess-
ans’ wuffering and the wwy the world
responded bo . Mising wis an exum-
matsnn of Terkey's nale in e abnsG-
tigw, one thal drew om Turkish sources
o reveal the Gilbers’ motiees and meth-
oais of operation. The Tarkish histo-
ran Taner Algam his now misde such
an graminalica m his book A Shome.
Ml ez The Armsenion Gemocide and

e [Pwearion of Tunkinh Keponsibaling.
‘Laslie A Davis, The
Provdece: An Admeriean " Re.

Pt on e Armesian Genooide, [OF5-
T (Aristide D, 'EII'IIII. 1589

ﬁ'mrh-dmrkﬂﬁmim 1583
The Armeniss Massacees, J'Hl—ﬂd

FEIS- 0T, mdined I:Q'
(Oomidas Instituts, 1990 The ben

wolume of survivors' festimomses.
i E. Miller and Lorna Tosryan
MEDer, Survivers: Aa Oval Mimery of
the Armeesisn Gemocide [Liniversity of
Canlilcsriia E"lul,]mr.

On American and aflifudes
terweand The i dee Amdrcd aad
the Armemian (rennoide of 1915, edited
by Jay Winter { Cambridge Uaive
Press, J01); Smmanths Poscr,
Hell™, America lnd'n'l'

and Merrll D, Peterion, Tuwviag A
muealaai. Anieficd and thy
qudr PRS- 1030 and A
wersity of Vieginia Press, i
Far an Armenisn peripective on he
masigcres, see Yalakn M. Dadnan,
The Hisrory of dhe Armenion Cirmes
ide: Fhads Conflier from the Bsdkans
;DS ¥ e Caucarss |Berphaha,
i ]mmmmmu
wred naftive indepen-
d.;-:- movemenls B the Armesdan
guestion s discussed in Donald Rlox-
ham's The (fnnar (iame of Crenociie
Nanonalizm, and the -

Albgam s hardly new bo the Arme-
NiEn BEUE oF o Pesistanes 1o 1he Terk-
ish sace. Bors in 1951 in Ardahan, &
provine in powthg antarn Turkey whose
once-uizahle Armenian Wik
decimated during Workd War 1, Akgam
studied sconomics al the Middle East
Techeiesd University in Askara, Fia
intepesd in 1he Armenian question,
in Turkish history generally, ongi-
naied not in the clissroom bl & &
leader of ke lefta —ithe Tadkish pov-
eremenl would say lerrorisl — Eovoly-
tiomary Path party. Akgam's exireme
aniti-Wesiern, anit-MATO sctivitkes led
i hibs et i D976 and 1o & 1E6-year
juil sentencs, but he managed ko -
caps to Clermany. At Humbearg's Insti-
ete for Socisl Research and # ihe
Uiniversity of Hasmerver, be hegas his
lﬂ'l'ﬂﬁl:llm inta Terkey's brestment

Suliman the Magnificeni and Kmng
Franceis | of France, ihe Sublime Poame
{Bsts All in Turkish, the gate of the
Girand Virder's palace) sonferred ex-
Irwierrisorial peivileges o European
iraders and pilgrim = i lemitorie
These concrasicns or “Capitulations™
ariginally applisd only to foreign na
Domals, ol with the wealening af (-
loman porwer, they served i wohacles
lew exiending Furopean profoctom o
Heaman Chrislians. France amd Aus-
Iria were aororded the right o defend
Foman Catholics residing in Uhe empine
mibd i 1774, afver & disstroos deleal
al the Chicesans: by Russia, Catherine
lbe Cirean hecams: the guardian of the
far more numereas Oathodox Chris-
tang. The Credl Power exploitad
By newfound gatus to broaden their
conirol ovar (itoman hn:h.m'pfm

o borck, wrilion under th Suaph

ration for whal they asamed waa 1he

empire s everniual dssolulsos.
Mlmbin Oiicomeans obsorved ihess

events wilh feclings of Impotence and

ol the Univenity of Minnesota's Cen-
ter for Molocaust and Genocide Stud-
bes, provides the mod comprehensive
and pese iraring afdwers 1o dile about
why and Birw the Tenks masdeied bige
nmbers of thelr countrymen

Those anvwers proved 1 be -
mensely complex and Akam = melic-
bz and falr & presenting them
Much ol his stody = devoled o recre-
lﬂhmﬂhhlmlﬂﬂmm
which the Armenian gemocide iook
place. He emphasizes that the decision
fo embark om & policy of “face £31e8-
mingtion” was made neither impul-
wvely aor idionyncratically. Rather, it
refllociod wmccewmive Geflufees of OW-
ivman  disappoinimerd,  Bumilsalsomn,
sl vengelulness.

Lands of ane of the vasiest empines
in buman history, strelching lFom 1he
Seharan Atlas Mowsising to the Per-
wigm Frontier and from the Black Sea
the banks of the Dasabe, the TarlEk-
speaking Otiomans were a formadable
peoplc, sdept ul both war snd admin-
istration, Latc medievil sl Fena.
BATICE tremibded af the men-
phon of the “tervible Tark ™ who, as laie
ay I6RY, conpld wiil] kay ddepe 0 Yienn
bt from then on the Ofloman Empire
suffered & coatinual political and mili-
tary decline, with wo voTackous em-
pires— i Hapshurg sed 1he Russisn
— gmawng ol itx borders.

The desericruion of the Citomas
satc had lsige consegesnces lod the
mon-busles minorities s 1ke empire,
and especually for the Christiane. Slar-
ing in 1538, in & treaty betwess Saltsn

[ W ivid i b FbdingE (ki)
m whose bmisrm wene ﬂﬁﬂﬂll‘ll]r

| | PR ﬂl.ql:.ll

necied by coniiiili. From
thi Muslim perspective, the wlualion
deperiorwied Tarcher ia the 18308 with
strabegic quisdary called “the Eastern
raeslioa™ —in elifect, how to deal with
iho disinte gration of the Oitoman Em-
jpire =0 a5 to avodd a war among Eura-
[PEANE OET (13 pited Dse ppawer by
the Europeans was 80 demand funds-
menlal sefoams of CHtoman biw and

seried of Tanbimal, of feof panio s,
crealing, oulside of the Sharis law, 2
by ol madern jurisprudesce 1ha
tramsformed webveois wish disparace
mights ipio foll-Dedged citieens. For
treStional Moliss sho ooasidensd
the itale the apent of divine Nal s jln
legsl pysiem as inviclate snd mapoeme,
the Tanzims were pothing less than a
cancysm, an insult in the progeer order
al e univesse. “We hive losl e
masred nghl that owr forelathen won
with their blood.” Akam geodes one
of them protesimg. s anger ower
that loss s mcrensingly directed at
the Chrilian bescheipmes of the
Tanrimed
Swch rage only prew more inisnss
a8 the cenbary progressed and as the
emjuie ctded contfol of sdditionsl
peovisces 1o Furope — Byl Alperia,
Tunisis. Cyprus, and much of the
Balksss. Otioman Christians, and the
Armeasans in particelar, came 0o be
seen by the Mulion majority & Gtk
codzmn *urking ledimclve the cmpire
from willlin while the Furapean pow-
ers fook Sver jis sppendapes. Astsgo-
nism sow'drd Chrisiians beceme parti-
#hrong im the afiermaih of
the dind®rous R usso-Omoman  War
of 1RT7-1HT8 and the pablic request of
the Aumhian patriarch (o Fuse sy
&0 peturd Swplured Armenisn preas
Turkish Fulg. “The Armenians sre &

sxpanding. the Osioman E
nOw |y shrinking in h
Tece of infidel armbes. Al e yame
limi., e e DEFTIlOFIE] FRITeaIs SEre b
cmpanicd by the ahasdonmsent of the
coniumies-cld relatnikip beiween ihe
sultan’s Muslim and mor-Muslim sub-
jects a5 mandated by Islamic law,
of the siate and immune fram forced
comversion snd sencures ol paopsrly,
non-khushim — Chdisniass s Jews,
mastly —ware relegaled 1o a legally

eourd, from marrying Muslim women,
and from baildmg new pleces af =or-
ship. Dunsg different pericds and
willy vasying scveriry, dislwssl were ne.
quired 1o pay a poll Bax (o] snd o
wedf disiactive dothes. AL the same

and gramicd far-reaching internsl au-
tomeney in personal matiers such as
mariope aed edwcarion. A balance
Ehus exivind befween e CHoman -
thorsiies s their non-Suslim wards,
i eombinstion, Algas nobes, of -
miliation and lolerstion.”

Thai T war slemdily as-
seiled, Boweever. and ultimasely cver:
throsm by European intervestion
Upaler the Capitulstions, CHlossan
Christisns nof oaly achiewed equality
wills Muslims bl had & sopenor sia-
u.n.lh'_.-pﬂdh':rmu.-utumpt

from military service, and were pro-

! rille enmmumty,” Selisn Abdul
]-[.u-l!ll'—u.ﬂ-ﬂ.uﬂpﬂ-ﬂm
doclared- and his proscsscement re-
weamdied Binane cmbilizeed Mok,
Theis pest-up reseniment Bnally erup-
i in 158, e & Lae pevnll i B REme
Armenian village sei off government-
condoned pogroms chroughout much
of the rosntry. “The Tuorlk vl killssg of
the Armeenians is pol smply ponecy-
on,” the German reformen Friednck
Masman emmenicd s e con-
rary, it it part of the lile-and-death
sbrggggle of & old and grest empiro not
willing 1o dee wilhoul csening ong
last, bloody e ffort o s itell ™

Thmhlﬁ-ﬂilﬂl'ﬂlu-t the o
jpare bed Ehe Oifomans bo embrace reli-
pioiss ad nationalist ideologies that
they hipeed could ssop it from unraeel-
ing further. Bu wiwther pan-Tslamic
or pan-Turkish, ihete movements 2-
cluded the Arsenian. Even the reva-
lutson siaged by the svowedly secular
Yot Turks in 1902, and the ostensi-
hly mullicthsie Commiries of Lnion
and Frogress they esablished, feiled
1o idclude poasheslin keaden on 20
equilable basis. Mor, & Akiam em-
phatically points owl, ded all Agmeni-
ans wani w0 be included. The small but

Haschill organizat=m
of Aumanisn mationalisky FH-IHJH'J”!"
staged abiacks agumas Twrkish civil-
mis wilh the goal of provokmg wi-
lence and grompting Gireal Powel 1=
tercession for its cause. One year afler
the 1908 revolution, in the Adans re-
givn ol south-ceatral Turkey, Muslim



ritery, inflamed by rumaors of a coup
in Istantal againsi the ew
murdered a2 keasi 15000 Afmenies
The Adans massaciél ciposed the
Aifrdatess of the ~Lnionist”®
promoied by Turkish lesders ing
tior “uraty of peoples = The resurgense
of Terkish-Muslim slentiy s scosl-
erated by yel snother sevies of Oi-
toman defealy in Libya and Bulgana.
Hundreds of thopsands of Halken
Mluslima Ned inle Analolia snd re-
sexthed in Armenisn arcas. These
refugees. Akcwm writes, wolld soon
seek venpeance for their sufTering by
ickifng thes Chrnlian peighbory
T el also prorvide an enthusias.
tic audience for Ziys (sikalp, the ide-
ologee of & united Tarkey wha, in-
spired by catreme nationalisi wrtings
from Guermany sed Framce, begas
presching the racist concept of pan-
T-luh.m. Tuskey, -uaﬂq 1z the

mckdhng itsell of “umpuze” elemencs
“The encmy’s commtry shall be kid
waste, " Gk alp vaunted. “Terkry shall
grow into Turss with haste. ™

By 1914, the Unionist govcrmment
was dominsed by the militant troaka
of Mehmen Telm, Ahmel {omal, and
Efnvar Paga. all al thes commiised 1o
the “Tarkification” of the tuncaied
empire. Enbire communities of Greeis
and Armesming wene 1o B “eleanssd™
— daierm oul o Uhin bomes — by dlailc-
spunsored sowrures and dororism, A
“wpecial ofgasiration,” amicipating the
Mazi Eissatrpruppen, i seorelly &

mation of tbe Islamat woeld inio ose of
revolulios. . Ead been in preparation
lor omss lime and hed now bees pur
imin sction.~ Enver Paga wrote ts offi-
ciaks in Berlia in Augus aficr conclud-

oret wihowt the kaowledge ol 1Be cab-
iney or e parliament. Ordern worw
given io bring the Armaniss problam,
in Interior Minister Talat's phrase, s
“a fimal +med, in & compeeheasive and
stocdete way.” Agam fitaves bascless
the Turkish claims thal the Armenian
cammaltics: were incurred during an Ar-
memian upriseg in the dty of Van i
easiarn Turkey of in (he process of re-
lewtiag pro-Feisian Armenians who
lived wear the front lines in Warkd War
I. Some 5% 000 ATsenisio were mis-
sacFed in Van belofe the rohellicm
while moat of the Armepisns deporied
lived nowhere near the banlefelds.
Om the other hand, Aligam siles in-
wksses im which ordinery Turks, eves
religiaus officials, rsked thear lives o
mve Ammenians His book 8 dedi-
ealed o one of them, Haji Halil, who
bl an Armenian Temly of sight,
Hazji Halil, however, was an exoep-
tion. All bai & few Momkss remuined
silent throughoul B aseclicy sad
llill'lillll'lmpiltdl.ﬂh'n In his meem-

wcan lewish
Istanbul smibasy, tells of warching as
i glderly Mudlim woman barrowed
an officor's pissol snd shot -I-'qu,
Armenias refugee in the hewl” Unen-
cembered by demeslic apjaEilion or
otpectims from Turkey's German and
Aunirian allies. Turkish slaugheer of the
Armeniins untdl the Treaty
o Mudros, signed on Ocsober M1, 1918,
anded Ehee war i the cast.

Akganm devotes the concruding chap.
ters of his book wo the immediaie
ahermulh of (ke wir &nd the vazious
effars i proscceie thoss respomaille
for the masieeres. Aparl from & Trw
degen arreits and even lewer oomvic-
tions wnder the British, none of chess
Imwesigations succeedad Turkish afls-
cials destroyed the evidence of thair
killing. buming incriminating docs-
menis a3 well their vietims' bodses,
Allsed jurists were aluo stymied by the
whsemce of 4 precedent i internslions)
low for eryisg people sscused of come
mumwmm—
citizens. et even the obslacles posed
Hﬂtlﬂﬂﬂmﬂm-dh#
haive been sveicome
dpuhhrd-lmﬂhquphmhm
nol convabed postwar Turkey amd
cloded the memory of its crimes.

Jusisce for the Armenisss was [ris-
trated by diseord betwien the Allied
Fowers, particularly Dntain and France,
whoss forces cocupied Istanbul alter
the war, Whaks the Eritish were inieni
On pressing charpes apainst Twrkish
leader, 1ha French feared tha the
trials would melie agiansrs sgains
hmmm::-mmup
i the procoedings. Another impedi-
mantwes the Tuilish garlament, which
wii g mired in debates over who
hal pffered more scutely im the war,
Chrstians of Muslims,

The fanal gnd ultimately msurmount-
shic hurdlz, however, afose in May
1919 with the Gireck invasion of
m&dw-mm

deponstion of innumerable
Muslims from the anéa. Armenians de-
missded independemce in mn Anato-
liss provinces. These events ralbiod
mationalist forces under the charis.
muatic command of Oeneral
Kemsl [nflusnced by bo Lssonisi

Lewin Eineein,

tlnld-chhll‘-m 197 7.

pasdl and eager o resmte the Turks
after vears of defeat and fractiousnesd,
Eemal — who later adofed the name
Atmblrk, *Farber Tugk™ —all bul wip-
prcased any lasther meniton of geno-
cide, The mamacren. be claimed, were
the work of 3 small ssd unpsthorized
cligue — & “shies bl 5ot,” hul ase for
which the Taskish nativa bore no col-
lective respomaiality.

The Kemalist armies proved victosi-
o, driving cul the Geeslis and Torging
ihe Allicd 1o suc for 3 esty. Al the
Lausanne Coaference in 1923, which
establshed Turkey's permancni k-
der, the ATMicEan Manscrcs were nol
el menticned; nor were the Arme-
mians allowed 1o ke part [while the
cluims of the Kurds were disregasded ).
The Ui of the Armenian peoucide
would remus in abovancn for more
tham sighiy vears, by which iime s de-
mial had ‘become o part of Turkish liw
and idestivy, The last of the Armeniss
witngiizs 10 |he crime reached the age
of one hendred, and e memories of
emeciised children, destroyed villsges,

#0 be taking a mew imienest in the fare
ol the Armenians. Last May, the French
Mutional Assembly pissed o bl for-
mally denouncing the Armeadan geno-
cade, The law waa. damissed
by Ankara s o device lee denying
Tufkes's admisnan e the European
Unioa. In fact, prominent French

mudqimu:ll‘ni.lﬂ
membesihip i the EL and, by c2act-
g 1he law, the Frinch parliamest has
oealed an cxzample for other Euro-
pean commirices bo emulsie. Framce’s
lephlation also mcremsed pressure oo

tended by Armenisn inlellectuals pnd
chureh leaders as well a8 by semior
pevermment officials, served 55 A mace
demwostracion of sebdarity snd a will-
ingaeas 10 pecencile. An eatimated
50,000 moursers manched wm the sireets
af Istanbul. Terkeh Prese Minisier
Eecep Tayylp Erdogan bas even -
pested thar Articls W0 might he -
vised, Bul thal pestare may have more
iz do wiih schieving Tarkey's emtry
inte Burope cham it does wath truly
grappling with Tufley's past.

Akcam s e concrmmed  wilh
Turkey's international standing than
b s with freing bis peopls from thear
e of denisl “Oaly Tull inepralics
ol Turkey's past |wiih ite historical
mecord] cam sef the country on the
jpath o democracy,” he moachsdes. His
coursgeoes anid Emely book houk)
e read by studests and policymaker:
everywhere, not jat in Tarkey. In the
shadow of Darfur ssd the Holocaust
denial in Tehiran, the ssoas of Arme-
i bl at lasl be lesrned. o



