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To: Foreign Affairs Legislative Aide
From: Kate Nahapetian, Government Affairs Director
Date: August 3, 2006

Re: Azerbaijan again seeking to disrupt peace process

I thought you might be interested in the attached letter from the Washington, DC
office of the Nagorno Karabagh Republic highlighting the most recent attempts
by Azerbaijan to misinform Congress and obstruct the peace process.

The letter, written by Nagorno Karabagh’s representative to the United States,
Vardan Barseghian, notes:

“. . . during this window of opportunity for progress in
the negotiation process, Azerbaijan has not chosen the
path of peace, but rather has opted to foster divisiveness,
engender distrust, and undermine the prospects for a
lasting settlement.”

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact
me at kate@anca.org or (202) 775-1918.

Attention:
Foreign Affairs

Legislative Aide
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August 3, 2006 
 
To Members of the U.S. Congress 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
I am writing to share with you my concerns over the destructive impact that Azerbaijan's 
recent false allegations are having on the Nagorno Karabakh peace process.  I refer, 
specifically, to a July 18, 2006 letter circulated to Members of Congress by Azerbaijani 
Ambassador Hafiz Pashayev leveling completely unfounded charges against the 
Nagorno Karabakh Republic (NKR).  My government finds it particularly unfortunate that 
instead of choosing the path of peace, Azerbaijan has rather opted to foster 
divisiveness, engender distrust, and undermine the prospects for a lasting settlement. 
 
First, I would like to emphasize, that the NKR Government and people deeply 
appreciate the United States' leadership, especially the role of the U.S. Congress, in 
providing economic assistance to Nagorno Karabakh and in supporting a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict with Azerbaijan. 
 
From the modern-day inception of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict in 1988, NKR has 
sought to resolve all outstanding issues with Azerbaijan through peaceful means. 
Unfortunately, Azerbaijan has responded with economic blockades, pogroms, ethnic 
cleansing campaigns and outright military aggression against ethnic Armenians in 
Azerbaijan and Nagorno Karabakh. Azerbaijan's unsuccessful attempt to defeat NKR 
militarily ended in a 1994 cease-fire agreement among Azerbaijan, Nagorno Karabakh 
and Armenia, which sealed Nagorno Karabakh's de-facto separation from Azerbaijan. 
 
Since then, rather than accepting constructive, direct negotiations with NKR, Azerbaijan 
has instead maintained a blatant disinformation campaign against Nagorno Karabakh. 
The most recent example of this campaign is the accusation that NKR is intentionally 
starting grass fires on territories under its control, particularly in proximity to the Line of 
Contact that separates NKR and Azerbaijan's armed forces. NKR officials have 
provided factual refutations of these accusations and invited international monitors to 
visit the areas and determine the validity of Azerbaijani allegations. 
 
On July 3 and 4, OSCE (Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe) officials 
monitored the area affected by grass fires on both sides of the Line of Contact. During 
the monitoring, the Azerbaijani side, unlike NKR, denied the OSCE an opportunity to 
make a video recording of the affected area. In addition, a cease-fire violation from the 
Azerbaijani side led to cancellation of additional monitoring planned for July 5. 



On July 10, OSCE monitors filed a confidential report which determined that: a) wildfires 
in the area occur almost every year and that this summer's combination of hot weather 
and winds contributed to the spread of these fires; b) the fires occurred on both the NKR 
and Azerbaijani sides of the Line of Contact, which are separated by trenches and mine 
fields; c) the fires have damaged NKR's agriculture and defense infrastructure in the 
affected areas; d) local NKR authorities have made every effort to put out the fires on 
their side of the Line of Contact; e) the fires did not damage remaining infrastructure on 
territories controlled by NKR, as alleged by Azerbaijan; and f) there is lack of proper fire-
fighting equipment on both sides. 
 
In spite of these conclusions by the OSCE monitors, which effectively refute 
Azerbaijan's false accusations, official Baku, as evidenced by Azerbaijani Ambassador's 
recent letter, has decided to continue its misleading effort to blame NKR and Armenia 
for these seasonal and often naturally occurring field fires.  These efforts are aimed at 
diverting international attention from Azerbaijan's ongoing obstruction of the peace 
process and its state-sponsored attempts to erase last remnants of Armenian culture, 
including churches and ancient cemeteries, most recently at Old Jugha in Nakhichevan 
(Azerbaijan). 
 
NKR would welcome international assistance to fight wildfires and, as in the past, invites 
Azerbaijan to cooperate on issues that impact both sides of this conflict. Meanwhile, 
NKR's own investigation of the fires, concluded on July 17, determined that in several 
instances Azerbaijani military fired tracer bullets across the Line of Contact to 
intentionally set fires to wheat fields on the Karabakh side, inflicting significant damage 
on NKR's economy. Nagorno Karabakh believes that the latest Azerbaijani actions 
aggravate the situation in the conflict area and deepen the mutual distrust between the 
sides. 
 
The NKR Government requests that the U.S. Congress encourage Azerbaijan to 
abandon its aggressive policies against Nagorno Karabakh and to take necessary steps 
toward building confidence and trust between Azerbaijan and Nagorno Karabakh to 
expedite a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

�  
Vardan Barseghian 
NKR Representative to the United States 
 
 
 
 
The Office of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic in the United States is based in Washington, DC 
and works with the U.S. government, academia and the public representing the official policies 

and interests of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, Artsakh. 


