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Please deliver to:
Foreign Affairs
Legislative Aide

To: Foreign Affairs Legislative Aide
From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director
Date: November 15, 2007

RE: Rep. Lipinski speaks in favor of Armenian Genocide recognition

Attached please find a statement in the November 13th Congressional Record by
Congressman Lipinski making the case that the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide can help prevent future genocides.

You may have also seen (Associated Press, CNN, and Agence France Presse) over
the past several days that the credibility of the co-chairs of a newly launched
genocide prevention effort, former cabinet officials Madeleine Albright and
William Cohen, was called into question over the anti-Armenian Genocide
Resolution letter they sent this September to the Speaker of the House.

As always, for more information about Armenian American concerns, call us at
202-775-1918 or email us at anca@anca.org.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address one of the darkest 
events of the 20th century, an event 
that we must not let be forgotten. 

During the First World War and in 
the final days of the Ottoman Empire, 
one of the worst atrocities in human 
history occurred. Even among the 
chaos and violence of World War I, this 
atrocity stood out, horrifying foreign 
witnesses, and prompting Theodore 
Roosevelt to call it, ‘‘the greatest 
crime of the war.’’ This crime against 
humanity was the Armenian genocide. 

Although large-scale violence against 
Armenians had previously occurred, 
the events from 1915 to 1918 were truly 
unprecedented. During this period, ap-
proximately 1.5 million Armenians 
were systematically killed by the Otto-
man Government, while the surviving 
Armenians were left without homes, 

jobs, possessions, and, most impor-
tantly, their loved ones. 

Yet, despite overwhelming evidence 
that the Ottoman Government actively 
sought to destroy the Armenian popu-
lation, this genocide, the first of the 
20th century, has been overlooked by 
the United States. This is simply 
wrong. Because, to end genocide, we 
must stand up to it whenever and wher-
ever it occurs. If we do not, we only 
embolden those who would commit 
genocide elsewhere. 

In 1939, while explaining his plan to 
destroy the Polish population, Adolph 
Hitler stated, ‘‘Who, after all, today 
speaks of the annihilation of the Arme-
nians?’’ And many of my Polish broth-
ers and sisters died. 

Mr. Speaker, today we have the op-
portunity to speak of the annihilation 
of the Armenians. We can finally char-
acterize the systematic murder of 1.5 
million Ottoman Armenians as geno-
cide, and rightfully condemn those 
atrocious killings that occurred 90 
years ago. The prevention of future 
genocides may depend on it. 
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