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Date: December 1, 2010

RE: Turkey’s Double Standard

Former U.S. Ambassador to Turkey, James Jeffrey, in a January 2010 cable,

offered his suggestions as to how the United States should respond to

Ankara's movement away from its traditional Western orientation.

In this private State Department communication, which was subsequently

disclosed, he argued: "This calls for a more issue-by-issue approach, and

recognition that Turkey will often go its own way."

The Ambassador's recommendation begs the questions: Why the double

standard?  More precisely:

Why is our State Department willing to respect

Turkey's right to go “its own way,” yet so stubbornly

unwilling to stand up to Turkey's "gag rule" on

U.S. recognition of the Armenian Genocide?

I have attached two recent articles reporting about Turkey’s Primie Minister

lecturing our leaders, and demanding apologies from America.



Erdogan Says Clinton Apology for ‘Lies’ Not Enough

for Turkey
By Benjamin Harvey - Dec 1, 2010

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan lashed out at U.S. diplomats, saying the apology

offered by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton over documents leaked by WikiLeaks.org was

insufficient.

U.S. diplomats “pass on lies and incorrect interpretations” and then, “when they hear the gossip

they invented from someone else, think it’s true,” Erdogan said in a speech in Ankara today.

“The U.S. has to hold its diplomats accountable for this,” Erdogan said. “We’ve talked with the

U.S. administration about this. They’ve apologized, but we don’t find that sufficient.”

WikiLeaks said on its website that the U.S. embassy in Ankara was the biggest single source of

foreign-embassy cables it has begun posting. Several of the cables made unflattering character

evaluations of Erdogan and members of his government.

The prime minister rejected accusations by the leading opposition Republican Peoples’ Party that

he held eight secret accounts in Swiss banks, allegations also made in WikiLeaks documents

purportedly from the U.S. embassy in Ankara. Erdogan said he doesn’t have a cent in any Swiss

bank account.

To contact the reporter responsible for this story: Benjamin Harvey at Bharvey11@bloomberg.net

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Peter Hirschberg in Jerusalem at

phirschberg@bloomberg.net.
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Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan

look on at the mausoleum of Turkey's founder

Kemal Ataturk as Turkey's military and civilian

leaders gathered at a meeting to review

disciplinary measures, a week after the

government suspended three high-ranking

generals implicated in a plot to topple the Islamic-

rooted government, in Ankara, Turkey, Tuesday,

Nov. 30, 2010. CNN-Turk television said that the

removal of the generals is likely to be discussed

at Tuesday's meeting, which is being chaired by

Erdogan.(AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici) (Burhan

Ozbilici - AP)
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Turkish PM furious over leaked US cable

By SUZAN FRASER
The Associated Press

Wednesday, December 1, 2010; 11:38 AM

ANKARA, Turkey -- Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of

Turkey on Wednesday reacted furiously to claims in a leaked

U.S. State Department memo that he has money in Swiss bank

accounts and said U.S. diplomats should be punished for

allegations he branded as lies and gossip.

The angry outburst broke from Turkey's initial position of

downplaying the significance of the leaks and saying that the

documents would not affect Turkish and U.S. ties.

The classified cable, released this week by WikiLeaks, is dated

Dec. 30, 2004 from then-U.S. Ambassador Eric Edelman, who

was assessing Erdogan's second year in power.

It says: "We have heard from two contacts that Erdogan has

eight accounts in Swiss banks; his explanations that his wealth

comes from the wedding presents guests gave his son and that a

Turkish businessman is paying the educational expenses of all

four Erdogan children in the U.S. purely altruistically are lame."

Erdogan said on live television he was prepared to resign if

opposition parties can prove that he has any money in a Swiss

account.

"The United States is responsible for those diplomats' false

claims and their smears. The United States should ensure that

the diplomats are held to account," Erdogan said on live

television. "To accept as true the lies and slanders that emanate

from the personal hatred of one or two former ambassadors and

to accuse the government is a great wrong."

Turkey's main opposition party this week called on Erdogan to

explain the Swiss bank accounts claim and said it had formed a

committee to investigate the allegation."

Another U.S. diplomatic cable, dated Feb. 27, 2009, claimed

that Erdogan's friends were benefiting from Turkey's business

deals with Iran. One friend from his days at a religious school

was head of a Turkish company that had entered a joint venture with Iran to develop gas and build

pipelines, the memo said.

Edelman served in Turkey at a time of when ties between the United States and its close NATO ally

grew tense following the Turkish parliament's refusal to allow U.S. troops to use Turkey's territory for

the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

Erdogan suggested Turkey might seek legal action against the diplomats, saying Turkey was determined

to "pursue" the allegations at home and abroad.

"We have talked about these with the U.S. government. They have already made an apology, but we do
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