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Please deliver to:
Member

of Congress

To: Members of Congress

From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director

Date: December 9, 2010

RE: Turkey’s “One-Way” Policy toward America

The same Turkish Prime Minister who outlaws discussion of the Armenian

Genocide in his own country and has imposed a “gag rule” on U.S. recognition

of this crime, is now threatening to sue the United States over comments he

claims were made by American officials in diplomatic cables

As the attached Weekly Standard and CNN articles illustrate, Prime Minister

Recep Tayip Erdogan is fostering anti-American sentiment for domestic political

gain, at the expense of U.S. interests and the cause of regional stability.

But, for Mr. Erdogan, this is clearly a one-way street.  Even as he drives

Turkey’s farther from the U.S., Israel, and the West, he continues to demand

that America remain complicit in his government’s shameful denial of the

Armenian Genocide.  We can and must reject Turkey’s veto of America’s

defense of human rights.

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please feel free

to contact our office at any time.
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Foreign leaders, rivals and allies, often find it useful to take anti-American positions, but Turkish prime

minister Recep Tayip Erdoğan has taken the rarest of steps in threatening to sue the U.S. State

Department in both national and international courts for defamation. At issue is the insinuation, laid out in

U.S. diplomatic cables purloined by WikiLeaks, that Erdoğan is corrupt.

“We have heard from two contacts that Erdoğan has eight

accounts in Swiss banks,” former U.S. ambassador to

Turkey Eric Edelman wrote in a cable dated December

30, 2004. “[H]is explanations that his wealth comes from

the wedding presents guests gave his son and that a

Turkish businessman is paying the educational expenses

of all four Erdoğan children in the U.S. purely altruistically

are lame.”  

Erdoğan angrily denied the allegation. “I don’t have a

penny in the Swiss banks,” he said last Wednesday in a

speech in Ankara. “The moment you prove it, I won’t

remain in this occupation; won’t stay as a representative [in the Parliament].” Nonetheless, one former

AKP member, Abdüllatif Şener, suggested on Sunday that the American assessment concerning the

party’s rampant corruption was acurate. “The WikiLeaks documents,” said Şener, “revealed why I quit

my ministerial position.”

Even as Erdoğanmaintains that Turkey is much better off today than it was before he came to power, it’s

hardly surprising that Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, the chairman of the main opposition party, CHP, disagrees.

Since Erdoğan took office, Kılıçdaroğlu argues, corruption has "increased at the fastest pace in the

history of the republic.”
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Kılıçdaroğlu rose to prominence when the investigations he called for in parliament brought down two

prominent AKP officials. He has also demanded the investigation of corruption allegations several times

over the past six years, but the AKP blocked them all. No probe is likely to begin unless the ruling party

loses either public support or the next election.
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Turkey's prime minister will sue over
diplomat's remarks
December 01, 2010 | By Tim Lister, CNN

As the fallout continues from the release of thousands of diplomatic cables on the WikiLeaks website,

Turkey's prime minister is threatening to file a lawsuit over comments made about him in one of the

messages by the U.S. ambassador to his country.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan says he plans to sue over remarks from then-Ambassador Eric Edelman in 2004

suggesting that the prime minister concealed his wealth in Swiss bank accounts. Visibly angry, Erdogan

told an audience in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday that he wanted the U.S. administration to take action

against the diplomats who had "slandered" him.

"The United States should ask its diplomats to make an explanation because no diplomat can accuse a

country with slanders and misinterpretations," he said.

"This is the United States' problem, not ours... Those who have slandered us will be crushed under

these claims, will be finished and will disappear," Erdogan said later, according to Turkish media

reports.

In a cable dated December 12, 2004, the U.S. ambassador in Ankara at the time wrote a less-than-

flattering profile of Erdogan, who had recently become prime minister amid anxiety among Western

governments about his "Islamist tendencies."

The note sent to Washington by Edelman said the new prime minister's "hunger for power reveals itself

in a sharp authoritarian style and deep distrust of others." Erdogan's advisors were characterized as

"sycophantic (but contemptuous)" in the missive. The cable also spoke of the prime minister's

"susceptibility to Islamist theories."

"He indulges in pronounced pro-Sunni prejudices and in emotional reactions that prevent the

development of coherent, practical domestic or foreign policies," the cable added.

CNN calls to Edelman for comment were not immediately returned.

The cable then discussed the alleged bank accounts. While apparently offering no evidence they

existed, it continued: "We have heard from two contacts that Erdogan has eight accounts in Swiss

banks; his explanations that his wealth comes from the wedding presents guests gave his son and that

a Turkish businessman is paying the educational expenses of all four Erdogan children in the U.S.

purely altruistically are lame."

Erdogan vowed to resign if it could be shown he had bank accounts in Switzerland.

"I don't have a God's penny in Swiss banks to prove. Now, I am telling the leader of the opposition and

others, if such a thing would be proven, I would not stay in this position, I would not remain a

parliamentarian."
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