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Please deliver to:
Member

of Congress

To: Members of Congress

From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director

Date: December 17, 2010

RE: U.S. House vote on the Armenian Genocide Resolution

Attached please find key facts and arguments in support of the adoption of H.Res.252,

the Armenian Genocide Resolution.

As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.

___________________________________________________________________________

END TURKEY’S GAG RULE ON THE UNITED STATES

Vote for H.Res.252, the Armenian Genocide Resolution

The Armenian Genocide (1915-1923) was the 20th Century’s first genocide, during which

the Ottoman Empire murdered over 1,500,000 Christian Armenian men, women, and

children and destroyed and deported hundreds of thousands of its other Christian citizens.

Many were killed because they refused to renounce their faith.

Adolf Hitler was emboldened by the world’s failure to punish Turkey for its mass murder of

Armenians.  On ordering his commanders to attack Poland without provocation in 1939,

he dismissed objections by saying “[w]ho, after all, speaks today of the annihilation of the

Armenians?”

Today in Turkey, Armenians and other Christians are prohibited from praying in most of

their churches, Christian church properties continue to be expropriated, and it is criminal to

discuss or write about the Armenian Genocide.  In addition, Turkey blockades landlocked

Armenia and openly threatens countries, educational institutions, and media around the

world that dare to “speak today of the annihilation of the Armenians.”



Reasons to support the Armenian Genocide Resolution (H.Res. 252)

1)  To Stand Up for American Values & Religious Freedom: The U.S. should lead in condemning all genocides.

2)  To End U.S. Complicity in the Last Stage of Genocide – Denial: It’s long past time that the U.S. rejected the

lies, threats, and political blackmail that Turkey has used to attempt to make America complicit in its denials.

3)  To Help Prevent Future Genocides: Turkey’s denial of the Armenian Genocide sets a dangerous precedent

that perpetuates the cycle of genocide.  Turkey is, today, enabling the genocidal regime in Sudan.

4)  To Reject a Foreign “Gag Rule”: We should not allow a foreign country to veto America’s recognition of

genocide.  We should never enforce a Turkish gag rule imposed on our government and on U.S. federal

employees, who risk their jobs, as did Ambassador John Evans, if they speak honestly about the Genocide.

5)  To Join with over 140 Bipartisan Cosponsors, 42 U.S. States, 11 NATO Allies, & the European Parliament:

H.Res.252 is cosponsored by over 140 Representatives from both parties and 28 U.S. states, including

Majority Leader Steny Hoyer and Minority Whip Eric Cantor.  Forty-two U.S. states have recognized the

Armenian Genocide, as have 11 NATO allies, including Canada, Italy, France, and Poland.

6)  To Support Turkish Voices against Genocide Denial: The U.S. should support the growing number of

Turkish scholars and citizens, who are risking their lives to write and speak about the Armenian Genocide.

Taner Akcam, Orhan Pamuk, Ragip Zarakolu, and Elif Shafak have been prosecuted for discussing the

Armenian Genocide.  Hrant Dink was assassinated in 2007, after writing about it, but no one has been

convicted for his murder, even though the European Court of Human Rights found the Turkish State culpable.

7)  To Set a Foundation for Durable Peace and Stability: The U.S. can contribute to lasting peace by urging

Turkey to accept a truthful and just resolution of the Armenian Genocide.  Turkey continues to blockade

landlocked Armenia, the last closed border in Europe, to pressure Armenia into silence on the Genocide.

Myths and Facts about Armenian Genocide Recognition

Myth:  We shouldn’t upset Turkey, a reliable ally.

Fact:  Turkey is no longer a reliable ally of the United States

— Turkey vocally defends Iran’s nuclear program and voted against sanctions at the U.N., even though Russia

and China joined the United States’ efforts to sanction Iran.

— Turkey has established a “strategic partnership” with Syria and strengthened military ties with the genocidal

regime in Sudan, both state sponsors of terrorism.

— “Turkey serves as a gateway for al-Qaeda, through which it channels both funds and recruits for operations

abroad.”  Terrorist risk consultant quoted in October 31, 2010 Reuters report.

— Turkey blocked a crucially needed northern Coalition front against Iraq in 2003.

— According to WikiLeaks documents, U.S. diplomats doubt Turkey’s reliability, believe Turkey’s Prime

Minister, Recep Erdogan “hates” Israel, and have cited reports that Turkey has helped al Qaeda in Iraq.

— Turkey has turned against Israel, naming Israel, not Iran, as a threat to its national security.

— Turkey continues to stir anti-American sentiment. (Polls show that it is among the most anti-American

countries; Some of the most popular books, TV shows and movies in Turkey feature Americans as murderers.)



Myth:  Congress shouldn’t address historical issues.

Fact:  Congress has a proud record of condemning several past genocides

— The House has passed resolutions on the Holocaust and Ukraine, Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur

genocides.

— In each of these cases, the Congress did not legislate history, but reaffirmed our stand against all genocides.

Myth:  It’s not the right time to pass this resolution.

Fact:  It’s always the right time to oppose genocide.

— It’s never the right time to compromise our nation’s morality or outsource our policy to a foreign government.

— The “timing” excuse has been used for over nine decades, even as the last survivors of this crime pass away.

Myth:  The Armenian Genocide Resolution will hurt Turkey-Armenia relations.

Fact:  The Resolution will promote true reconciliation and stability in the region.

— For years, the Armenian government has tried to establish relations with Turkey, but Turkey has refused.

— The Turkey-Armenia Protocols, which were signed over a year ago, collapsed after Turkey walked away

from its commitments and returned to stressing its precondition for Armenia’s silence on the Genocide and a

pro-Baku settlement of the Karabagh conflict.

— In October 2010, a year after the protocols were signed, Armenia’s Foreign Minister wrote in the Wall

Street Journal, “Hypocritically Turkey also uses the normalization process as a smokescreen for baseless

argument that the adoption of resolutions on the Armenian Genocide in various countries can damage the

normalization process. Yet, from the beginning of the process we made clear. . . that Armenia will never put

under question the fact of the Armenian Genocide or the importance of its international recognition.  True

reconciliation does not consist of forgetting the past or feeding younger generations tales of denial.”

Myth:  Let’s support a joint historical commission.

Fact:  The historians have spoken: the Armenian Genocide is settled history.

— There is no serious historical debate on the Armenian Genocide beyond Turkey and its paid foreign agents.

— The International Association of Genocide Scholars, the pre-eminent academic authority on genocides, has

urged Congress to pass Armenian Genocide resolutions, writing “We would underscore that the Armenian

Genocide is not controversial, but rather is denied only by the Turkish government and its apologists. . .”  The

Institute on the Holocaust and Genocide and the Institute for the Study of Genocide have also affirmed the

Armenian Genocide.  Holocaust scholars, who have urged Congress to pass Armenian Genocide legislation,

include Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, Deborah Lipstadt, David Goldhagen, Yehuda Bauer, and Israel Charny.

— A commission on the Armenian Genocide is as wrong as Ahmadinejad’s call to have a panel to decide if the

Holocaust took place.

Myth:  This resolution will lead to Turkish backlash.

Fact:  The facts show that Turkey’s threats are a bluff

— Turkey has only taken token and symbolic actions against countries that recognize the Armenian Genocide,

withdrawing ambassadors to only have them return soon afterwards.

— Turkey’s trade increased with nearly every country that recognized the Genocide, including France (+135%),

Belgium (+167%), Greece (+266%), Italy (+109%), Russia (+351%), and Lebanon (+126%).


