
March 26, 1990 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
ENROLLED SENATE 

CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION NO. 68 

 
BY: ROBERTS of the SENATE 

And 
JOHNSON (Glen) of the HOUSE 

 
A CONCURRENT REOSLUTION DEPLORING THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE; PROCLAIMING APRIL 24, 1990, THE 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THAT EVENT, AS ARMENIAN REMEMBRANCE DAY; AND DIRECTING DISTRIBUTION 

WHEREAS, after almost 400 years of Turkish control a strong national and cultural renaissance swept across Armenia 
during the later part of the nineteenth century. The Turkish government ordered the first of many massacres and began a 
campaign to drive the Armenians from their homeland. From 1894 through 1896 approximately two hundred thousand 
Armenians were killed. The number of Armenian immigrants to the United States increased drastically; and 
 
WHEREAS, during World War I, the Turks, who were part of the Central Powers regarded the Armenians as a dangerous 
ethnic element and decided to deport them all to what is now Syria. This deportation, similar to Oklahoma's own Trail of 
Tears, was accomplished with the utmost barbarity. As many as one million Armenians may have died on this death 
march from lack of water and food or were killed by Turks or Kurds along the route; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the period of April 20 through May 19, 1915, claiming that the Armenians were aiding the invading 
Russians, the Turks began a massacre of this Christian minority; and 
 
WHEREAS, the number of Armenians killed at the hands of the Turks will never be known, but estimates as high as one 
million eight hundred thousand have been quoted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the true number of Armenians who immigrated to the United States will never be known since Turkey 
prohibited Armenian emigration and most were listed as nationals of other countries by immigration officials. Today there 
are an estimated one million Armenian-Americans living in North America. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE 2ND SESSION OF THE 42ND OKLAHOMA 
LEGISLATURE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE CONCURRING THEREIN: 
 
THAT, the Oklahoma State Legislature deplores the Armenian genocide as one of the most disgraceful events in human 
history. 
 
THAT April 24, 1990, the 75th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, be declared Armenian Remembrance Day in the 
State of Oklahoma. 
 
THAT copies of this resolution be distributed to the Armenians National Committee, Armenian Rights Council of America, 
Armenian General Benevolent Union, National Association for Armenian Studies and Research, Armenian Assembly of 
America and the Society for Armenian Studies. 
 
Adopted by the Senate the 26th day of March, 1990. 
 
(SIGNED) 
Bennet Cain, Jr. 
Acting President of the Senate 
 
Adopted by the House of Representatives the 29th day of March, 1990 
 
(SIGNED) 
Jim R. Glover 
Speaker of the House of Representatives  

 


